
Ef Nifro predicted
for Southland winter
By Debbie Pfeiffer Trunnell
Staff Writer

The global weather phenomenon
known as El Niflo will make a
return visit this winter, according
to experts with the National
Weather Service.

"Computer models are alreadv
indicating that precursor condi-
tions to El Niflo have developed."
said lvory Small, a meteorologiit
with the National Weather Ser-
vice.

"In Southern California, that typi-
cally means we get more rain and
snow in the mountains because the
storms tend to move through South-
ern California rather than throueh
the Pacific Northwest."
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Ocean temperatures
on pace to set record
By Seth Borenstein and a dash of random
The Associated Press weather variations. The

WASHINGTON Sreve resultjng. ocean heat is

Kr.amer spenr uo r'*' Jna-" 311'#tJ..lJlT:1-",hTiff"ffi1half swimming in the ocean i*irr."ii,trii'riiier.,i" r.uthis week - in Maine.
The watertemperature was :::^-31*- n"o hurricanes

72 degrees - moie like Ocean '"'iil3'6;ii of Mexico, where
9ity: ^Md., 

this time of y^?: *";,,i;;;rhiir"i'or.i.un.r,And ocean ciw's water teTl d;^'t;;;;ffiil dancinghit 88.d_egrees, toasty gven by #;"fi;ii ffiJilrtrre waterMiami Beach standards.

_ Kramer, 26, who lives in ilLtn'T:fl'*#3f.t}f,i;
the seaside town of Scarbor- *ui*., t}run noilat. Higherough, said it was the first t.-p.i"tr.., " *I. in thetime he's ever swarn so long p"i,i?i. 

"ird 
I"diii oceans.in Maine's coastal waters

_ rt's not just the ocean'off Il#:"f,:t?".Trt1l"**"1i,::

El Niflo is described as a disrup-
tion of the ocean atmospheric syi-
tem in the lropical Pacific that has
important consequences for
weather and climate around the
globe, according to the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration.

Among its consequences are
increased r:ainfall across the south-
ern tier of the U.S. and in peru,
which has caused destructive flood-
ing, and drought in the West
Pacific, sometimes associated with
devastating brush fires in Austra-
lia.

The last major El Nifro winter
was 1997-98. There was also an El
Niflo to a lesser degree in 2OO4-OS.

the Northeast coast that is *i,.i.**"t". -;#;"#;;;
super-warm-this-, suJml1r€f-*Te ,s mrreh qe .lft dpmmcFurJE,_w,,,,,_,,!s_, slrlllule|__e1.e as much as l0 degreesJuly was the hottest the iUou. u*r"g.."- 
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almost 190 years of .oufO f,.ip'.iti-sla ice tromrecord-keeping. below anh even cause thaw_
The averqge.water tempera- ing of ice sheets on Green-ture worldwide was 62.6 land, said Waleed Abd;6ii,

$gSrees, according to the director of the Earth Science
National Climatic Data Cen- and Observation Center atter, the branch of the U.S. the UniversiW of Colorado.
government that keeps world Breaking heat records in
weather records. June was water is riore ominous as aonly slightly, cooler, while sign of global warming than
August could set another breaking temperature marks
record, scienJists say. The pre- on land, because water takes
vious record was set in July longer to heat up and does
19.98 during a powerful El not cool off as easily as land.Niflo. 'This warm water we,re see-

Meteorologists said there's ing doesn,t just disappear
a combination of forces at nextyear; it,Ibe aroundior a
work: A natural El Nif,o longiime,,'said ctimatiicien-
weather pattern just getting tist Andrew Weaver of the
started on top of worsening University of Victoria in Brit-
man-made global warming, ish Columbia.


